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FO R IM M EDIAT ER EL EAS E

Surface Oil Drilling Leases Recorded Adjacent to Rochester Hills Community Schools

O ctober20,2015 R ochesterHills,M I

Don’t Drill the Hills, Inc (DDH)hasdiscovered“ surfaceentry” leasesthatallow oil& gasw ellrigsatthree

R ochesterHillsproperties(950 Adam sR oad,974 Adam sR oad,and2965 T ienkenR oad)zoned single-fam ily

residential. T hesesitesarelocatedadjacentto R ochesterAdam sHighS choolandVanHoosenM iddleS chool

attheintersectionofT ienken& Adam sR oads. A surfaceentry leasenextto M ussonElem entary w as

recorded earlierthisyear.

T hisdiscovery runscom pletely countertoR ochesterHillsM ayorBarnett’sclaim sthatoilcom panieshave“ no

interest” inthearea,andCouncilm anT isdel’sem phaticinsistencethereareno surfaceleasesinR ochester

Hills. Infact,W estBay Exploration(W BE)hasbeenactively filingw ellsitedocum entsthis year forlocations

within theCity ofRochester Hills.

T IM IN G A N D P R O X IM IT Y A R ES IGN IFICA N T

T heseoil& gassurfaceentry leasesw eresignedFebruary 15,2013.O nJanuary 15,2013,M ayorBarnett

signedtheCity’soilleaseforadjacent parklandsasw ellasacem etery nearS toney CreekHighS chool. S ince

acquiringcertainacreageisnecessary toobtainanoildrillingperm it,theCity’sparkleasesfacilitateda

dom inoeffectforthesesurfacedrillingleases.T hisconsequencew asexplainedby JordanExplorationVP Ben

Brow er,attheDecem ber3,2012 R ochesterHillsCity Councilm eeting,explainingthatthecity signingtheir

lease“would give the company the right to pool those lands with properties next door.”

CIT Y W A S N O T IFIED O FP O T EN T IA L W EL L S IT ES IN 2012

Atthatsam em eeting,Brow ernotedtw opotentialrigsites:the“ 71 acresofschoolproperty” atthecornerof

T ienken& Adam s(Adam sHighS choolandVanHoosenM iddleS chool)asw ellasadjacentprivateproperties–

“ 10 acresontheS outheastcornerofT ienken& Adam s” .T heseproperties,now w ithunoccupiedhom es,are

thevery propertiessigned forsurfaceleasesallow ingforoil& gasrigplacem ent– adjacenttoourcity

schools,city parks,andhighdensity residentialareas.

M A YO R ’S R U S H T O S IGN O IL DR IL L IN G L EA S ES

DDH m em berGailHam m illquestions:“ GiventheCity w asnotifiedofw ellsiteinterestinschool/residential

areas,w hy w asM ayorBarnettinarushtosignw ithoutfirstseekingresidentinput,engagingR ochester…

http://dontdrillthehills.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/OIL_LEASE950-AdamsOCR.pdf
http://dontdrillthehills.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/OIL_LEASE974-AdamsOCR.pdf
http://dontdrillthehills.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/OIL_LEASE974-AdamsOCR.pdf
http://dontdrillthehills.org/2015/06/10/oakland-county-residents-shocked-by-oil-well-location/
http://dontdrillthehills.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Oil_and_Gas_Lease_01152013_OCR.pdf
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… Com m unity S choolsand theFireDepartm enttotalkaboutsafety?” Ham m illadds:“ W ithproxim ity to

schoolsandhighdensity neighborhoods,Idon’tseehow oilandgasw ellsw ouldbehelpfultohom evaluesor

already decliningschoolenrollm ent.”

AnotherresidentandDDH m em ber,DeniseDoyle,adds:“ R esidentshavefoughtforyearstohaveasay in

thesedecisionsaffectingourresidentialareas,evenam endingtheCity Charterin2011 toensureavoteon

suchleases-IsitcrediblefortheM ayorandCouncilm em berstoactsurprised thatresidentsexpected a

Charterstipulatedpublicvotebeforeapprovinganoiland gaslease? Itseem sahallm arkofthis

adm inistration:signfirst,askquestionslater.”

AlthoughM ayorBarnettrecently claim ed“ theoilissueisdead” ,theseleasesstillexist.Evenw ithcurrentlow

oilprices,thisareacouldseedrillingactivity resum einthecom ingyear. Industry analystsexpectdrilling

activity toreboundin2016 w ithhonedefficiencies. Also,filingtheseleasesw iththeCounty issignificantasoil

com paniestypically filesurfaceleasesasapreludetoapplyingforactualdrillingperm itsw iththeS tate.

A R EO R DIN A N CES EN FO R CEA BL E?

M ayorBryanBarnetthasstatedm any tim esinthelast3 yearsthat“ ordinancesarenotenforceable” .

Additionally,residentshaveconcernsthatloopholesinthecurrentoil& gasw ellordinancesareopentobroad

interpretationofoilrigsitezoningandthattheirw orrieshavefallenondeafears.

Goalsrem ainforDDH andR ochesterHillsresidents:

1. FortheCity torescindtheparks/cem etery lease

2. FortheCity tosettletheDDH law suitand allow residentstovoteonallleases,salesorconversionsof

parkstonon-conservationornon-recreationaluseaccordingtoCity Charter.

3. FortheCity toengageanattorney specializinginoil& gasordinancestom akeprom isedprotections

enforceableand effectiveinpractice.

4. FortheCity tofollow theletterandintentoftheCity Charter

# # #

Don’t Drill the Hills, Inc.isanon-partisangrassrootsnonprofitcorporationthatisbuildingaw arenessofthe
risksofhorizontaldrillinginhigh-density residentialandK-12 S choolareas. Concernsinclude: property rights,
property values,m ortgageand insurancecom plications,asw ellaspotentialenvironm entalandhealthrisks.

http://www.rigzone.com/news/oil_gas/a/137861/Drilling_Activity_to_Rebound_in_2016_after_Exploration_Cuts_this_Year
http://www.fool.com/investing/general/2015/08/27/forget-oil-prices-this-is-the-number-that-matters.aspx
http://www.candgnews.com/news/city-answers-concerns-about-oil-and-gas-drilling
http://dontdrillthehills.org/lawsuit/

